
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 27, 2008 
WORK SESSION   

MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL   
TOWN OF OCEAN CITY  

 
In attendance:  Mayor Rick Meehan, Council President Joe Mitrecic, Council Secretary Nancy 
Howard, Council Members Jim Hall, Jay Hancock, Mary Knight, Lloyd Martin (present for the 
Closed Session only) and Margaret Pillas, City Manager Dennis Dare, City Solicitor Guy Ayres, 
Assistant to City Manager Kathy Mathias, Finance Administrator Martha Bennett-Lucey, 
Emergency Services Communications Supervisor Janet Guiton, Parks and Recreation Director 
Tom Shuster, Tourism/Convention Center Director Mike Noah, Tourism/Convention Center 
Assistant Director Debbie Travers, License Inspector Rich Mason, Deputy City Clerk Kelly 
Allmond, Members of the Press and Interested Parties.   
 
Council President Joe Mitrecic called this work session to order at 12:02 a.m.; then, Council 
Secretary Nancy Howard moved to convene into closed session to discuss legal, personnel 
and contractual matters; seconded by Council Member Jim Hall. The vote was unanimous. 
 
The Open Session reconvened at 1:32 p.m..   
 

1. Council President Joe Mitrecic reported on the closed session held prior to this open 
session at 12:00 p.m..  Topics of discussion were:  to discuss the appointment, 
employment, assignment, removal or resignation of appointees, employees or officials over 
whom it has jurisdiction, or, any other personnel matter that affects one or more specific 
individuals; to consult with counsel to obtain legal advice; to consult with Staff, consultants 
or other individuals about pending or potential litigations; to comply with a specific 
constitutional, statutory or judicially imposed requirement that prevents public disclosures 
about a particular proceeding or matter; and, to discuss a matter directly related to a 
negotiation strategy or the contents of a bid or proposal if public discussion or disclosure 
adversely impacts the public body's ability to competitively bid or make proposals. Persons 
present were:  Mayor Rick Meehan, Council President Joe Mitrecic, Council Secretary 
Nancy Howard, Council Members Jim Hall, Jay Hancock, Mary Knight, Lloyd Martin and 
Margaret Pillas, City Manager Dennis Dare, City Solicitor Guy Ayres, Assistant to City 
Manager Kathy Mathias, Tourism/Convention Center Director Mike Noah, 
Tourism/Convention Center Assistant Director Debbie Travers and, Amy Rothermel.  
Council Member Mary Knight moved to accept both ads for the Town’s upcoming 
advertising campaign from MGH Advertising; seconded by Council Secretary Nancy 
Howard. The vote was unanimous. 

 



May 27, 2008 Work Session continued… 

In the open session, Council Member Jim Hall moved to appoint Amy Rothermel to the 
Town’s Board of Elections; seconded by Council Member Mary Knight. The vote was 6-0 
with Council Member Lloyd Martin absent.  
 
2. In accordance with the Town’s Employee Recognition Program, Emergency Services 

Communications Supervisor Janet Guiton introduced Communications Center Employees 
Melissa Cardamone and Christina Taylor. 

 
3. City Solicitor Guy Ayres reviewed a Memorandum of Understanding between the Town 

and the Ocean City Volunteer Fire Company (See Attachment A). Council Member Jim 
Hall moved to approve; seconded by Council Member Mary Knight. The vote was 6-0 
with Council Member Lloyd Martin absent. 

 
4. Mayor Rick Meehan presented Al “Hondo” Handy with the Governor’s Citation issued by 

Governor Martin O’Malley.  Also, Mayor Meehan announced that in April 2008, Hondo 
received the Maryland Recreation and Parks Association (MRPA) Citation Award. 

 
5. Tourism/Convention Center Director Mike Noah requested approval to extend the MGH 

Advertising contract for another year.  Council Secretary Nancy Howard moved to 
approve a contract extension with MGH Advertising for one year; seconded by 
Council Member Margaret Pillas. The vote was 6-0 with Council Member Lloyd 
Martin absent. 

 
6. The Maryland Municipal League’s (MML) Executive Director Scott Hancock and 

Government Relations Director Candace Donoho reported on the MML’s current 
legislative efforts (See Attachment B).  

 
7. Worcester County NAACP President Edward S. Lee presented Telling the Story, A 

Cultural and Economic Enterprise (See Attachment C).  President Lee explained that this 
Project’s mission is to define, document and support the cultural history of Worcester 
County.  Pocomoke City Mayor Michael McDermott stressed the importance of 
revitalizing the history of the Lower Eastern Shore. 

 
President Lee asked for the Town’s consideration to grant $13,650 (25% of the actual cost) 
to support this heritage project.  Mayor Meehan said he supports this concept and, noted 
the benefit of connecting the Worcester County municipalities.   

 
8. Council Secretary Nancy Howard reviewed the Town’s letter of support for Atlantic 

General Hospital’s expansion efforts.  Council Member Jim Hall moved to approve; 
seconded by Council Member Jay Hancock. The vote was 6-0 with Council Member 
Lloyd Martin absent. 

 
9. License Inspector Rich Mason addressed business license requirements for the Downtown 

Associations weekly flea market.  Council Member Jim Hall moved to waive licensing 
requirements until July 1, 2008; seconded by Council Secretary Nancy Howard.  The 
vote was 6-0 with Council Member Lloyd Martin absent. 
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May 27, 2008 Work Session continued… 

Council Member Margaret Pillas voiced her continued support for reducing the budget and 
capping the tax rate at two-cents above the constant yield tax rate. 
 
Council Secretary Nancy Howard moved to adjourn the meeting at 3:01 p.m.; seconded 
by Council Member Jim Hall. The vote was 6-0 with Council Member Lloyd Martin 
absent.  
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